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SUBJECT: BUTHELEZI TO HOLD RALLY IN SOWETO 

1 . CHIEF MINISTER GATSHA BUTHELEZI WILL HOLD A MASS RALLY IN 
JABULANI STADIUM, SOWETO, ON JANUARY 29. AT PRESENT ALL MASS 
MEETINGS ARE PROHIBITED BY MINISTERIAL ORDER UNDER THE RIOTOUS 
ASSEMBLIES ACT WITHOUT SPECIAL PERMISSION. ACCORDING TO 
BUTHELEZI'S AIDE, GIBSON THULA, HE APPLIED FOR PERMISSION 

FROM THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE OF JOHANNESBURG LAST WEEK AND THE 
MEETING WAS APPROVED. THULA STATED THAT HE AND BUTHELEZI 
WERE SURPRISED WHEN THE PERMISSION WAS GRANTED WITHOUT ANY 
QUALIFICATONS. THULA SAYS, HOWEVER, THAT THE MAGISTRATE’S 
OFFICE CALLED YESTERDAY, JANUARY 26, AND ASKED THAT THE 
PERMIT BE RETURNED. THULA HAD IT RETURNED TO THE MAGISTRATE'S 
OFFICE WHERE IT WAS CONFISCATED AND A NEW PERMIT ISSUED. 

THE NEW PERMIT HAS THE STIPULATION THAT BUTHELEZI MAY 
ADDRESS THE MEETING BUT ONLY SPEAK IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN KWAZULU. 

2. THULA SAID THAT BUTHELEZI IS GOING AHEAD WITH THE MEETING 
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AND WILL NOT CONFINE HIS REMARKS TO THE ELECTION. 

BUTHELEZI'S ATTITUDE, ACCORDING TO THULA, IS NOW THAT HE 
HAS THE PERMISSION, HE WILL USE THE OPPORTUINTY TO GET 
HIS MESSAGE ON BLACK UNITY ACCROSS TO THE SOWETO 
AUDIENCE DESPITE POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS AFTER THE FACT. 

3. THULA FEELS THAT THERE MAY BE SOME DISTURBANCES 
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AT THE MEETING FROM ANTI-BUTHELEZI BLACKS BUT SAYS 
THAT BUTHELEZI IS ALSO WILLING TO TAKE THAT CHANCE 
IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THIS IMPORTANT URBAN FORUM. 

4. COMMENT: IT HAS BEEN ALMOST TWO YEARS SINCE 
BUTHELEZI APPEARED PUBLICLY IN SOWETO AND EVEN THEN, IN 
MARCH 1976 THERE WAS SOME ILL FEELING AMONGST BLACKS 
AT HIS APPEARANCE. THIS TIME BUTHELEZI IS 
KNOWLINGLY PUTTING HIMSELF INTO A TOUGH SITUATION. 

THE LIKELIHOOD OF DISTURBANCES FROM MILITANT STUDENTS 
IS HIGH AND, IF HE COMES THROUGH THE MEETING UNSCATHED, 

HE FACES A POSSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENT SANCTION. 

BOWDLER 
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